Tone brought with him Thomas Russell, a Protestant born in Cork who had met Tone in the gallery of the House of Commons and they became firm friends. Unfortunately he had gone bail for an American who had absconded and he had to sell his army commission to pay the forfeit. He was a tall handsome man who, while in the army had been posted to Belfast where he became very popular. (Fig 2) . He met many of the liberals at this time and it was through him that Tone was invited to Belfast by the leaders of the Volunteers. These were mainly well -off merchants who could afford their own uniforms and arms. The organisation in the north was Durelv Drotestant and mainly presbyterian as the catholics were not allowed to carry arms and the protestants did not really want them to do so as arms were a symbol of supremacy. It must also be noted that while they supported catholic emancipation they were staunchly against the catholic church. When Tone came to Belfast they were loyal to the Crown, but later this was to change. The Volunteers were commanded by Lord Charlemont who had formed the Dublin Whig Club in 1789. This movement spread to Belfast the following year largely to control the exuberance of the Volunteers and they were much less committed to catholic emancipation. The co -founder and secretary in Belfast was Dr Alexander Henry Halliday. (Fig 3) . He was born in 1728, the son of the minister of the First Presbyterian Church in Rosemary Street. He matriculated in Glasgow in 1743 and graduated there in 1751. Where he received his medical education is not known as there was not any clinical teaching in Glasgow till 1794 when the infirmary was opened. He wrote in 1751 to Dr Cullen who had been appointed Professor of Medicine in Glasgow stating that he had been in Paris at the time of the appointment; it might therefore be assumed that Halliday was studying in Paris before his graduation. Later he practised in Belfast and travelled all over the province of Ulster, charging one guinea per mile -despite this he was very popular. He had a long association with the Charitable Society and was President of the Linenhall Library from 1792 to 1798. Martha Matier wrote to her brother Dr William Drennan, perhaps a little uncharitably "I think they had an eye to his books more than to himself when they paid him the compliment". However, the threat of invasion had taken them from their local role to a national one, and consequently they had to be replaced by yet another group -the Yeomen. These units were formed in 1796 and were made up largely by loyalists and Orangemen. Political activity had driven some of the catholics into the United Irishmen and the societies were becoming much more organised and were arming to the best of their ability. The government needed to get information about what was going on and who was involved in the secret societies. They did this by bribing members of the societies to inform on their colleagues. Soldiers were also quartered in the local houses -something which was hated by the inhabitants. Intimidation was widespread and took the form of flogging, hanging, the application of pitch caps and burning of homesteads. These atrocities were perpetrated by the soldiers and often initiated by the local magistrates who were loyal, Orange in outlook and anything but impartial. By 1797 things were becoming so serious that General Lake issued a proclamation which in effect established martial law, protecting informers and encouraging all arms to be given up under threat of death. The object was to disarm the rebels but it probablv had the oDposite effect and it was said there were 280.000 United
Irishmen at this time. They were poorly armed as most had hardly enough to live on. Local blacksmiths forged pikes which were hidden in thatched roofs, the houses of the better off were raided, their guns stolen and their garden statues taken to melt down into musket balls. (UlsI-ter Museuim).
McCracken was born in High Street, Belfast in 1767 and so at the time of the rebellion he was 30. His father was captain and part owner of a ship which traded between Belfast and the West Indies. His mother was Anne Joy, a daughter of Francis Joy who had started the Belfast Newsletter in 1737 and she had two brothers, Henry and Robert. Lord O'Neill had convened a meeting of magistrates for the 7th June in Antrim to discuss the rebellious state of the country. The rebels therefore decided to attack Antrim on that date. Through their informers the authorities knew to expect this event and preparations were made. McCracken gathered his men at Roughfort, but there were only 20 of them, many fewer than had been expected. The enthusiasm for rebellion had waned -"some were seized with most violent bowel complaints, cramps, rheumatic pains; the wives of several given out to be on point of death, others suffered ankle strains etc. Some of these, notwithstanding their piteous wailings, were forced along to the ranks, while others after a few hearty kicks were suffered to remain". The rebels proceeded from Roughfort to Templepatrick where two cannons from the earlier Volunteer days were hidden in the old presbyterian church. One of these was unserviceable because it did not have a carriage, the second carriage was very poor but was just the same. By the time they arrived at Antrim some 5000 men from the surrounding country had joined the party.
McCracken set up his flag in the old graveyard and proceeded into the town up the main street. The battle went well for the rebels, who were winning until the cavalry were released to attack them. The cavalry thought they were surrounded and galloped off towards Ballymena. Rebel reinforcements from Randalstown arrived at this critical time but were confused and consequently retreated. The battle was over, the rebels being defeated. The whole battle lasted from 2.45 to 4.00 pm. The rebel force may have amounted to 5000 men of whom 100 were killed during the battle and 200 during the retreat. The bodies were carried in carts to a sandy burying ground near Lough Neagh. A Yeoman officer in charge of the burying asked the driver of a cart sitting on his ghastly load "where the devil did these rascals come from!" A poor wretch feebly lifted his head and said "I come frae Ballyboley". He was buried with the rest. General Nugent in Belfast proclaimed that all loyalist prisoners were to be released by the rebels and all arms given up or he would burn all the houses around Saintfield and everyone who was armed would be put to the sword. He proceeded to Saintfield, carrying out his threat. The rebels meanwhile had gone to Ballynahinch under the command of Henry Munro -a draper from Lisburn -and Nugent followed them. The first battle was at Bells Bridge and the army then captured Windmill Hill near the centre of the town. (Fig 6) . One rebel was hanged from the sail of the windmill. The rebels retreated into Montalto, the estate of Lord Moira, and the army proceeded to get drunk in the town. Munro was encouraged to attack the army from Ednavady during the night but would not do so. Nugent attacked at 4 am but Munro beat the army troops back into the centre of the town. The loyalist buglers sounded the retreat, but the rebels mistook this for the signal to attack and they retreated. Nugent was the first to appreciate the situation and pursued the rebels who fled. The Battle of Ballynahinch was fought between 5-7000 rebels and 2-3000 troops. Of the rebels 300 were killed in the battle and 200 in the retreat. Nugent claimed that six soldiers had been killed and seventeen wounded -an absurdly low figure. Munro escaped but was betrayed and ultimately hanged in Market Square, Lisburn across the street from his own shop. Little is known of the man but he presented two jugs to a local masonic lodge, which later had to be disbanded because of its radical political views. A total of 129,636 armaments were captured by the army, including 70,000 pikes, 48,000 guns, 4,400 pistols and 4,100 swords, with 22 pieces of ordinance -these figures give some indication of the number of rebels involved. Of course, the two battles which have been described in Ulster were a very small part of the rebellion. As I have already stated Ulster had lost its will to fight but this was not the case in the south -east, in Wexford and Wicklow. A very bloody battle had started in May and continued on through July. In Ireland there were probably 190,000 soldiers, militia and yeomen involved on the loyalist side, and perhaps 280,000 rebels. The exact number of deaths is unknown but Madden gave a figure of 70,000; Dublin Castle estimated a figure of 20,000 and the real figure was probably in the region of 30,000. The official military figure not including the yeomen was 1,060 deaths. The object I set for this address was to establish what happened to the injured on both sides in this rebellion. Sadly I have failed completely, as I have been unable to unearth any information regarding the injured on either side. In the case of the rebels this is fairly easy to understand. Many women attended the battles at Saintfield and Ballynahinch. They made the food for the men and dressed the wounds of the injured and then accompanied them home where they were hidden -if they were found by the army they would have been shot 
